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ABSTRACT
Nama : Vivianti 
Nim : 40300108089
Judul : The Difficulties Faced by the Fifth Semester Students at 
English Education Department of Tarbiyah and Teaching 
Faculty of UIN Alauddin Makassar in Using Short and Long 
Vowels in English Under Guided by Abd Muin and Hj. Nury 
Emmiyati.
This thesis describes about the difficulties faced by the fifth semester 
students at English Education Department of Tarbiyah and Teaching Faculty of 
UIN Alauddin Makassar in Using Short and Long Vowels in English. The 
objective of the research is intended to know the ability of students and to find out 
the difficulties which are faced by the students of English Education Department 
of Tarbiyah and Teaching Faculty of UIN Alauddin Makassar.
The method of this research is the descriptive method. This method intend
to describe about the difficulties faced by the fifth semester students of English 
and Education Department Tarbiyah and Teaching Faculty of UIN Alauddin 
Makassar in using short and long vowels in English, all at once as a subject of this 
research. The total population of this research is 120 from three classes, each class 
consists of 40. The writer takes randomly 25,00% from three classes. Total sample 
of this research is 30 students. The instruments of this research were test and 
questionnaire.
The finding of the research were mean score which found out the ability of 
the students was 69,67. Based on the classification of pronunciation test, if the 
result was 66-75, it was classified as fairly good. Through analysis, there were 
two kinds of difficulties which were faced by the students in pronouncing short 
and long vowels; external factor and internal factor. The external factor consisted
of school (university), family and environment. The internal factor consisted of





Language has an important part in our communication, people need to 
communicate each other. English as a foreign language in Indonesia has been 
established as important in the world. As an international language, English is
very important to make one become successful in mastering science and 
technology, so that why we still need to learn foreign language. According to 
Pei and Geinor (1954:119) “language is a system of communication by sound, 
i.e. through the organs of speech and ears, among human beings of a certain 
group or community, using vocal symbols possessing arbitrary convential 
meanings”.
Pronunciation is one of the keys to create a good communication. To 
communicate with other people, we need correct pronunciation in order that the 
people understand what we mean. However, the fact shows that most students 
are still difficult in pronouncing English words and make their listener hard to 
catch what they mean. That is why pronunciation is very important aspect in 
English. As Robinson cited by Upri (1994:18) states that if we intend to 
understand the development of English with any accuracy, we must pay 
attention first to its sound.
Even though Indonesian students have been learning English 
especially in pronunciation, they still cannot express their thinking in English 
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correctly because there must be some reasons which bring failure of them in 
mastering English, especially in pronounce English vowels. The pronunciation 
of the vowels is difficult because some of those words are almost same in 
pronunciation especially in short and long vowels, for example:




Based on the descriptions above, that Indonesian students still could 
not express their thinking correctly or communicate with each other students in 
English because they still find some difficult when they want to pronounce the 
word, for example, sometimes they are cannot differentiate between short and 
long vowels. Because of that, the writer is interested in investigating The 
Difficulties Faced by the Fifth Semester Students at English Education 
Department of Tarbiyah and Teaching Faculty of UIN Alauddin Makassar in 
Using Short and Long Vowels in English. May the result of this paper could
help further researchers in assessing the problems associated with the same 
theme.
B. Research Question
Based on the background above, the writer formulates the research 
questions as follows:
1. How is the students’ ability in using short and long vowels in English word?
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2. What are the difficulties faced by the students in pronouncing short and long 
vowels in English?
C. Objectives of the Research
The specific objectives in this research are:
1. To describe the ability of students of English Education Department in using 
short and long vowels in English.
2. To find out the difficulties which are faced by the students of English 
Education Department in pronouncing short and long vowels in English.
D. Significance of the Research
The result of this research is expected to be useful for who are 
learning English especially in pronouncing short and long vowels. The writer 
hopes that this research could help and give information for the other
researcher.
E. Scope of the Research
This study covers with linguistic research and the writer limits on the 
students’ ability in pronunciation short and long vowels in English.
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CHAPTER II
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE
A. Some Relevance Research Findings
Sire (2011) in her thesis, “Improving the Students’ English 
Pronunciation through Choral Reading Strategy at the Second Year of SMP 5 
Makassar” used pre-experimental method. Her thesis aimed to find out the 
students’ ability before and after treatment. She found that the use of choral 
reading strategy has increased the students’ achievement after treatment. The
score of students’ pretest or posttests have shown the improvement of their 
pronunciation, from the ‘poor’ to ‘very good’. It meant that using choral 
reading strategy in teaching English pronunciation was very helpful for the 
students.
Nurhidayah (2010) in her thesis, “Improving the Students’ English 
Pronunciation of the Second Year of MTS Muhammadiyah Lempangang 
Panciro Gowa by Using English Spelling Method” used experimental method 
and aimed to find out effectiveness of using English spelling method to 
improve the students’ pronunciation. She found that English spelling method 
can improve the students’ pronunciation ability in English. Furthermore, it 
was better to use English spelling in teaching English pronunciation the using
verbal explanation. Through English spelling the students were interested in 
learning English pronunciation.
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Juita (2010) in her thesis, “Improving the Second Year Students’ 
English Pronunciation Using Number Heads Together Strategy (NHT) at 
SMAN I Rilau Ale Bulukumba” used experimental method. Her thesis aimed 
to find out the students’ English pronunciation ability before and after using 
number heads together strategy (NHT). She found that the use of number 
heads together as a teaching strategy has brought new nuance in English 
language teaching, and became a need particularly in effort of improving 
students’ pronunciation.
Risma (2007) in her thesis, “Improving the Pronunciation of the First 
Years Students of SMPN 13 Makassar by Using Phonetic Transcription” used 
descriptive method and aimed to find out whether or not the use of phonetic 
transcription can improve the pronunciation. She found that the using of 
phonetic transcription add new strategy or approach in teaching English, 
especially in teaching pronounciation.
You (1998) in his thesis, “Pronunciation in Developing Oral Skill” 
used descriptive method and aimed to find out the problems that the students 
encounter in English pronunciation. He found that the students have problems 
in pronouncing the English phonemes, which did exist in Indonesian language, 
stressing the words and applying the appropriate intonation in phrases and 
questions which the low frequency in practice.
The thesis of Sire, Nurhidayah, Juita and Risma have the almost same 
title. Their researchs have same focus on improving the students’ ability in 
pronunciation, but used different strategy and method, so that why, the writer 
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take a different focus. The writer focus on finding out the difficulties that the 
students are faced when they want to pronounce the word. The word mean 
here, which have short and long vowels.
From the title of the Risma thesis, the writer get idea that if the thesis 
above describe how to improve pronunciation skills, the writer interested in 
examining whether the difficulties are faced in the pronunciation. To further 
specify the research in this thesis, the writer examines the pronunciation of
short and long vowels. The object of that research in the thesis above is the 
students of Junior High School, while the researcher is interested in selecting 
the students who have studied pronunciation as the object of this research. 
Thus, the writer was very interested because that studied by the students who 
have studied it in university.
The writer is very interested in seeing the title of the You’s thesis
above, therefore the writer examines the pronunciation in the same field. To 
be more different than the research above, the writer specify in using of short 
and long vowels. From the thesis above there is an idea of how pronunciation 
is very important to understand in order to improve oral skills, the writer is
interested in finding out what the difficulties are faced by students in 
pronunciation even more in the short and long vowels.
Based on the some results of the thesis above, the writer conclude that, 
it is important to study more about pronunciation, which if students want to
speak in English with correct pronunciation, they should learn first. Therefore 
the writer looks for the difficulties are faced by students in pronouncing short
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and long vowels in pronunciation. Thus, knowing the difficulties are faced by
students, indirectly they will avoid these difficulties by looking for the best
solution that is used in the learning process.
B. Some Pertinent Ideas
1. English Pronunciation
a. Definition of pronunciation
Talking about pronunciation, it could separate between one of 
the kinds of linguistic, which is phonology. As we know that phonology 
is one of linguistic which study about how to produce sound correctly. 
It is same as Katamba (1989:1) opinion that “Phonology is the branch 
of linguistics which investigates the ways in which sounds are used 
systematically in different languages to form words and utterances.” 
Based on Katamba opinion above, that to produce sounds 
correctly or systematically, it is need to study more about 
pronunciation, because pronunciation is one of branch of phonology, 
which pronunciation is the way to sound. It is parallel with Broughton 
(1988:49) opinion that pronunciation is the way to sound the words 
which to give its meaning. 
In connection with that, Haycraft (1970:63-64) states that 
pronunciation is the way of expressing the sound of the words. He 
argues that in teaching pronunciation, teacher models the pronunciation 
and later ask the students to judge every word he is saying. The words 
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that he says consist of two different words but almost the same in 
pronunciation namely the minimal pairs. 
From the explanation Haycraft above, pronunciation is system 
or way use to express the sounds of the words. The way mean here is 
how the system is used to express the sound of the word. While the 
definition of express here is to express and produce the sound of the 
word, in other words pronunciation is a system and the meaning use to
express the sound of the words.
It is similarity to Hornby et al. (1986:36) define pronunciation 
as the way of expressing words in form of sound. All the definitions 
give above was very closely relate to the lexical meaning of the word 
pronunciation. That is way of expressing words or to sound them.
Based on Hornby opinion above, the writer concludes that 
pronunciation is pronouncing the words in the form of sound. Whatever 
those pronounce word in the form of sound, it is called as 
pronunciation. While whatever pronounces word but not in the form of 
sound, it could not call as pronunciation. On the other hand, the word 
which pronounces in our day and it is in form of sound, it is called 
pronunciation.
It is different from Byrne (1981:8) according to him 
pronunciation is the sound that a speaker could imitate when he is 
listening to others. He continues that a language user could imitate from 
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the others. In this case, a listener could imitate from the speaker and 
said the same thing to other listener. 
From the quotation Byrne above, pronunciation where the 
listener could imitate or follow what is told by the speaker. When 
someone says a sound or a word, he has not could be called
pronunciation if the listener could not imitate or know what sound is 
produced by the speaker. Thus, to pronounce a sound or a word calls as 
pronunciation, the sound should be able to understand and imitate by 
the listener.
b. Kinds of pronunciation
According to Yapping (1998:10) there are three kinds of 
pronunciation:
a. Native pronunciation
Native pronunciation is the way of expressing words by 
native speaker. The style of this pronunciation is a typical 
one that in countries where English is used as the mother 
tongue.
b. Native like pronunciation
Native like pronunciation is the way of expressing by non-
native speaker that sounds like a native one. The style of 
this pronunciation is usually found in the countries where 
English is thought and learned as a second foreign 
language.  
c. Non- native pronunciation
Non- native pronunciation, which involves in this category, 
is used as a foreign language. The learners and the language 
user find it very difficult to use native like pronunciation. 
They use their own ability to pronounce the words as it is. 
We can find the pronunciation like this in, any countries in 
Asia.
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In all situations, those three categories have a great influence 
to the students who learnt English pronunciation to develop oral skills 
but a series problem is about the native pronunciation. The foreign 
language learners of English find it difficult to pronounce like native 
pronunciation.
2. Vowels in English 
According to Roach (2000:10) “vowels are sounds in which 
there is no obstruction to the flow of air as it passes from the larynx to 
the lips.” Based on this opinion, it was clear that to produce vowels 
passed from the larynx to the lips which there were not obstruction to 
the flow of air. For example, the vowels /i: / from the word see /si: /. 
Furthermore, Fromkin (1988:139) states that vowels are the 
sounds which produced by air that flows without any obstacle from 
larynx to the lips. The writer concludes that the sound which produce
by air that flows without any obstacle from larynx to the lips, it is 
vowels.
Another opinion states that “vowels are articulated in a manner 
different to that of consonant, the articulators are enough apart to allow 
the airflow to exit unhindered, that is, with open approximation.” Given 
this, the manner of articulation classification uses for consonant are
inappropriate for vowels (Davenport and Hannahs, 1998:38).
It is different from Birjandi, et al (2005: 55-56) states that 
vowels are mentioned earlier that most sounds in speech are produced 
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by passing a stream of air from the lungs through one or more 
resonators belonging to the phonetic apparatus. On the other hand, 
vowels are produced by the air, once out of the glottis, is allowed to 
pass freely through the oral cavity.
The classification of the English vowel based the International 
Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) is described in the following figure:
Front                       Central                             Back
Close       1 i ʊ   8
Half-close  2  e o   7
Half-open    3    ε ͻ   6
Open   4      æ ɑ   5
Figure I The Classification of Vowels (Roach, 2000: 13)
The figure I above is called primary cardinal vowel, which these 
are the vowels that are most familiar to the speaker (Roach: 2000:13). The 
explanation below could make it clearly about anatomy of vowel 
(McMahon, 1993:70):
a. Front vowels
From the figure I above front vowels have the symbol [i], [e], 
[ε], [æ]. Front vowels are produced with the front of the 
tongue raised towards the hard palate. For example: fleece [i], 
bag [e], dress [ε], and trap [æ].
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b. Central vowels
Central vowels are produced between front and back vowels. 
Central vowels have the symbol [ǝ], [ɜ:], [ʌ]. For example: 
about [ǝ], nurse [ɜ:], and strut [ʌ].
c. Back vowels
Conversely from front vowels, back vowels have the back of 
the tongue raised, towards the soft palate of velum. Back 
vowels have the symbols [ʊ], [o], [ͻ], [ɑ]. For example: foot 
[ʊ], goat [o], thought [ͻ], and palm [ɑ].
3. Short vowels
English has a large number of vowel sounds, the first ones to be 
examined are short vowels. The symbols for these short vowels are: i, e, ӕ, 
Ʌ, כ, Ʌ, ∂. According to Roach (2000:14) “short vowels are only relatively 
short vowels can have quite different lengths in different contexts. Each 
vowel is described in relation to the cardinal vowels.” 
Some figures below make clearly about short vowels (Roach, 
2000:14-15).
Figure 2 Figure 2 has a symbol [ɪ]. The figure shows 
that, though this vowel is in the close front 
area, compared with cardinal vowel [ɪ] it is 
more open, and nearer in the centre. The lips 
are slightly spread. Example word: ‘bit’, 
‘pin’, ‘fish’.
Figure 3 Figure 3 has a symbol [e], this is a front 
vowel between cardinal vowel no II [e] and 
no III [ɛ]. The lips are slightly spread. 
Example word: ‘bet’, ‘men’, ‘yes’.
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Figure 4 Figure 4 has a symbol [ӕ] this vowels [ӕ] is 
front, but not quite as open as cardinal vowel 
no IV [a]. The lips are slightly spread.  
Example word: ‘bat’, ‘man’, ‘gas’. 
Figure 5 Figure 5 has a symbol [Ʌ], this is a central 
vowel [Ʌ], and the diagram shows that it is 
more open than the open mid tongue height. 
The lip’s position is neutral. Example word: 
‘but’, ‘some’, ‘rush’.
Figure 6 Figure 6 has a symbol [כ], this vowel is not 
quite fully back, and between open-mid and 
open in tongue height. The lips are slightly 
rounded. Example word: ‘pot’, ‘gone’, 
‘cross’.
Figure 7 Figure 7 has a symbol [ʊ], the nearest 
cardinal vowels is VII [u], but it can seen 
that ʊ is more open and nearer to central. 




According to Roach (2000:18) long vowel tends longer than the 
short vowels in similar context. It is necessary to say “in similar context” 
because, as we see later, the length of all English vowel sounds varies very 
much according to context and the presence or absence of stress. The 
figure 8 until 11 below will make clearly about long vowels (Peter Roach: 
2000, 14-15).
Figure 8 Figure 8 has a symbol [i:], this vowels is 
nearer to cardinal vowel no 1 [i] (that is, it is 
more close and front) than the short ɪ vowel 
of ‘bid’, ‘pin’, ‘fish’. Although, the tongue 
shape is not much different from cardinal 
vowel no I the lips are only slightly spread 
and this result in a rather different vowel 
quality. Example word: ‘beat’, ‘mean’, 
‘peace’.
Figure 9 Figure 9 has a symbol [ɜ:], this is central 
vowel which is well-known in most English 
accents as a hesitation sound (spell ‘er’), but 
which many foreigner find difficult to copy. 
The lip position is neutral. Example word: 
‘bird’, ‘fern’, ‘purse’.
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Figure 10 Figure 10 has a symbol [a:], this is an open 
vowel in the region of cardinal vowel no. V 
[a], but is not as back as this. The lip 
position is neutral. Example word: ‘card’, 
‘half’, ‘pass’.
Figure 11 Figure 11 has a symbol [כ:], the tongue 
height for this vowel is between cardinal 
vowel no. VI [ə] and no. VII [ᴑ]. This vowel 
is almost fully back and has quite strong lip-
rounding. Example word: ‘board’, ‘torn’, 
‘horse’.
Figure 12 Figure 12 has a symbol [u:], this vowel is 
not very different from cardinal vowel no. 
VII [u], but is not quite so back not so close, 
and the lips are only moderately rounded. 
Example word: ‘food’, ‘soon’, ‘loose’.
5. English Difficulties
a. Definition of difficulties
Principally, each student has got opportunity to achieve 
academic performance which is gratified. However, the fact of daily 
life, it is clear that the students have different in intellectual ability, 
physical ability, family background, habits and learning approach. 
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These are sometimes very difference between one students with another 
students.
According to Syah (2007:182) “learning difficulties may be 
experienced by students who are capable of average (normal) ‘coused 
by certain factors that disturbs the achievement of academic 
performance”. This opinion is very clear that students’ difficulties in 
learning due to many specific factors that could hinder academic 
performance are desired.
Why the students’ problems in learning difficulties are 
important? Because of the possibility of the danger appears that the 
students would be fail in their school. If they are failing in their school, 
they would be judged “stupid” by another people, because they are not 
able to finish their studies.
The phenomenon of students’ learning difficulties is usually 
appearing from the decline in academic performance or academic 
achievement. However, learning difficulties are also evidenced by the 
appearance of students’ abnormal behavior (misbehavior) for example 
they like to disturb their friends, fighting and often do not go to campus.
b. Some factors and kinds of difficulties
According to Muhibbin (2007:183) factors of difficulties in 
learning consists of two kinds namely; internal factor and external 
factor:
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1) Internal Factor of student is things or circumstances that arise from 
students’ own self. Internal factors include impaired students or
students psychological disability, namely:
a) Cognitive (the realm of copyright), among others, such as low
intellectual capacity or intelligence students;
b) Affective (the realm of taste), among others, such as emotional
liability and attitudes;
c) Psychomotor (the realm of intention), among other tools such as
disruption of the senses of vision and hearing (the eyes and ears).
2) External factors of students are things or circumstances outside the 
student. An external factor includes all situation and surrounding 
condition the environmental conditions that do not support students’
learning activities. These environmental factors include:
a) Family for example disharmony of relationship between the father 
and mother and the low economic of the family.
b) Environment for example slum areas, and bad playmates (bad 
peer group).
c) School (university) for example the condition and location of 
buildings such as, mastering teacher of subject, teaching method 
and facility or school tools are inferior quality.
C. Conceptual Framework
The writer adds the following figure of conceptual framework as 
follow:
Figure 13: The Conceptual Framework
Phonology
The students’ ability 
and finding difficulties 
in using short and long 
INTERACTIONAL PROCESS
1. Giving test to the students.
2. Asking the students to read aloud the test.
3. Recording the students’ voices, while they are reading the 
test of pronunciation.
4. Giving questionnaire to the students.
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D. Hypothesis 
The hypothesis of this research is formulated as follows:
H0: there is no mastery of students of English Education Department in using 
short and long vowels.
H1: there is mastery of students of English Education Department in using short 
and long vowels but they are lazy to practice their skills.
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CHAPTER III
METHOD OF THE RESEARCH
In this chapter, this research discussed about methodology, which was 
important thing to find out essential data that the writer needs. This chapter 
consisted of research method, population and sample, instruments of research, 
procedures of data collections, and techniques of data analysis.
A. Research Method
The writer used the descriptive method in this research. This 
method intended to describe about the difficulties were faced by the students of 
English and Education Department in using short and long vowels in English.
B. Population and Sample
1. Population
Population was the whole object of the research. Therefore, the
population of this research was students of the fifth semester students at 
English Education Department of Tarbiyah and Teaching Faculty of UIN 
Alauddin Makassar.  It consisted of 3 classes, each class consisted of 40 
students and the total numbers of population were 120 students.
2. Sample 
For the effectiveness of the research, the writer used random
sampling. The population of the research in the fifth semester consisted of 
120 students. From three classes the writer took 25,00 % students randomly 
from each class. The total sample were 30 students. It was not only expected 
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to be more accurate but also, the 30 students represented other students’ 
ability on pronounciation. 
C. Instruments of Research
In conducting this research, the writer used two kinds of instrument. 
These instruments were: 
1. Test: this test was on paper, which was in minimal pairs form. Than, the 
students read the test. There were 8 numbers of this test. This test aimed to 
know the ability of students in pronounce short and long vowels.
2. Questionnaire:  it was needed in this researcher because, by this way the 
difficulties would be found. The writer gave questionnaire to all of the 
students and each student got one paper questionnaire. The total students 
would be given questionnaire by the writer were 30 students.  The writer 
gave some questions for the students, which the problems have relation with 
problem of this research. 
D. Procedures of Data Collection
In collecting data, the researchers did the following procedures:
1. Giving test to the students.
2. Asking the students to read aloud the test.
3. Recording the students’ voices, while they were reading the test of 
pronunciation.
4. Giving questionnaire to the students.
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E. Techniques of Data Analysis
In analyzing data, the writer used two techniques of data analysis. It 
was formulated as follow:
1. The first techniques aimed to know the students’ score and ability in 










Notes: X = Mean score
   X = The sum of all scores 
    N = A number of students (Sudijono, 2010:80).
Classifications about the score of students, they were: 
96 – 100 is classified as excellent
86 – 95 is classified as very good
76 – 85 is classified as good
66 – 75 is classified as fairly good
56 – 65 is classified as fair
36 – 55 is classified as poor
0 – 35 is classified as very poor
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2. The second technique aimed to find out the students’ difficulties when they 
pronounced the word. The writer analyzed the data, which result of 
questionnaire of the students. In analyzing the questionnaire, the writer used
percentage formula.





with:   P = Percentage from questionnaire
F = Number of frequency




This chapter is divided in two sections. The first is the finding of the data 
analysis which explained about the result. The second is the discussion on the 
result of analyzing the ability of fifth semester students at English Education 
Department of Tarbiyah and Teaching Faculty of UIN Alauddin Makassar in 
using short and long vowels in English.
A. Finding
In this section, the writer presents the finding of the pronunciation test 
scores which the test was done by the fifth semester students at English 
Education Department of Tarbiyah and Teaching Faculty of UIN Alauddin 
Makassar.
The data collected from 30 students at the fifth semester students at 
English Education Department of Tarbiyah and Teaching Faculty of UIN
Alauddin Makassar.  The data were analyzed in two steps analysis. The first 
step, the writer scored the pronunciation test by using mean score formula 
which have pronounced by the students. The second step, the writer calculated 
the score of the students in answering the questionnaire by using the percentage 
formula to find out the difficulties were faced by the students.
1. The finding of the students’ ability to pronounce short and long vowels
The pronunciation test aimed to analyze the ability of the fifth 
semester students at English Education Department of Tarbiyah and 
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Teaching Faculty of UIN Alauddin Makassar in using short and long vowels 
in using short and long vowels.
The writer used the mean score formula to analyze the score of the 
fifth semester students at English Education Department of Tarbiyah and 
Teaching Faculty of UIN Alauddin Makassar in pronouncing the word. The 
result of the test was 69,67.
Through analysis, it was found that the ability of the fifth semester 
students in pronouncing short and long vowels were at fairly good level. It 
was proved by the mean score of the students were 69,67. Based on the 
judgment of pronunciation test in the previous chapter, if the result was     
66,00 – 75,00, it was classified as fairly good.
In the test, there were 20 sentences. There were 10 sentences 
containing the using of short vowel. There were 10 sentences containing the 
using of long vowel. 
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2. The finding of the students’ difficulty in pronouncing short and long vowels
Item 1: 
The students’ opinion about pronunciation is a difficult course to
understand.
No Options Frequency Percentage (%)
1 Strongly agree 0 0,00
2 Agree 10 33,33
3 Disagree 19 63,33
4 Strongly disagree 1 3,34
Total 30 100,00
Item 1 above showed that 10 (33,33%) of 30 students agree that 
pronunciation was a difficult course to understand. While there were 19
(63,33%) students were disagree. There only 1 (3,34%) was strongly agree.
There was not students (0,00%) chose strongly agree.
Item 2 : 
The students’ opinion about Pronunciation is a boring subject to be studied. 
No Options Frequency Percentage (%)
1 Strongly agree 0 0,00
2 Agree 1 3,34
3 Disagree 22 73,33
4 Strongly disagree 7 23,33
Total 30 100,00
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Item 2 above showed that 22 (73,33 %) of 30 students disagree that 
pronunciation was a boring subject to be studied. While there were 7
(23,33%) students were strongly disagree. And there only 1 (3,34 %) was 
agree. Same as on item 1, there was not students (0,00%) chose strongly 
agree.
Item 3: 
The students’ opinion about the weak of economic very disturb the learning 
pronunciation process because it would caused the difficulty in collecting
references or information about the short and long vowels pronunciation, 
without enough donations.
No Options Frequency Percentage (%)
1 Strongly agree 2 6,67
2 Agree 9 30,00
3 Disagree 17 56,66
4 Strongly disagree 2 6,67
Total 30 100,00
Item 3 above showed that 9 (30,00 %) of 30 students agree that the 
weak of economic very disturbed the learning pronunciation process 
because it would caused the difficulty in collecting references or
information about the short and long vowels pronunciation. While there 
were 17 (56,66%) students were disagree. And there only 2 (6,67%) was 




The students’ opinion about they are constrained in learning if teachers do 
not master the pronunciation teaching courses that are taught. 
No Options Frequency Percentage (%)
1 Strongly agree 20 66,67
2 Agree 9 30,00
3 Disagree 1 3,33
4 Strongly disagree 0 0,00
Total 30 100,00
Item 4 above showed that 20 (66,67%) of 30 students strongly 
agree, that they were constrained in learning if teachers did not master the
pronunciation teaching courses that were taught. While there were 9
(30,00%) students were agree. And there only 1 (3,33%) was strongly 
disagree. There was not students (0,00%) chose strongly disagree.
28
Item 5: 
The students’ opinion about they have trouble in understanding the
pronunciation course if the teaching method is used by teacher
is not systematically. 
No Options Frequency Percentage (%)
1 Strongly agree 13 43,33
2 Agree 15 50,00
3 Disagree 2 6,67
4 Strongly disagree 0 0,00
Total 30 100,00
Item 5 above showed that there were 13 (43,33%) of 30 students 
were strongly agree that they have trouble in understanding the
pronunciation course if the teaching methods were used by teacher was not
systematically. While there were 15 (50,00%) students were agree. And 
there only 2 (6,67%) was disagree. Same as on item 4, there was not 
students (0,00%) chose strongly disagree.
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Item 6: 
The students’ opinion about they often constrained in understanding
pronunciation course, because they are the type of student who takes a long
process to understand the course. 
No Options Frequency Percentage (%)
1 Strongly agree 0 0,00
2 Agree 11 36,67
3 Disagree 16 53,33
4 Strongly disagree 3 10,00
Total 30 100,00
Item 6 above showed that there were 11 (36,67%)  of 30 students 
were agree that the type of student who took a long process to understand
the course. While there were 16 (53,33%) students were disagree. There 




The students’ opinion about references or pronunciation books difficult to 
find in bookstores, which makes them constrained in learning process.
No Options Frequency Percentage (%)
1 Strongly agree 0 0,00
2 Agree 11 36,67
3 Disagree 17 56,66
4 Strongly disagree 2 6,67
Total 30 100,00
Item 7 above showed that there were 11 (36,67%)  of 30 students 
were agree that references or pronunciation books difficult to find in
bookstores, which made them constrained in learning process. While there 
were 17 (56,66%) students were disagree. There only 2 (6,67%) was 
strongly disagree. And there was not student chose strongly agree.
Item 8: 
The students’ opinion about they are lazy to review the course especially
pronunciation in short and long vowels already learned. 
No Options Frequency Percentage (%)
1 Strongly agree 1 3,33
2 Agree 6 20.00
3 Disagree 20 66,67
4 Strongly disagree 3 10,00
Total 30 100,00
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Item 8 above showed that there were 6 (20,00%)  of 30 students 
were agree that they were lazy to review the course especially
pronunciation in short and long vowels already learned. While there were 
20 (66,67%) students were disagree. There 3 (10,00%) were strongly 
disagree.  And there only 1 (3,33%) was strongly agree.
Item 9: 
The students’ opinion about they are never taught how to pronounce short
and long vowels correctly. 
No Options Frequency Percentage (%)
1 Strongly agree 1 3,34
2 Agree 10 33,33
3 Disagree 15 50,00
4 Strongly disagree 4 13,33
Total 30 100,00
Item 9 above showed that there were 10 (33,33%)  of 30 students 
were agree that they were never taught how to pronounce short and long
vowels correctly. While there were 15 (50,00%) students were disagree. 




The students’ opinion about they are never reprimanded by the teacher if 
they do a short and long vowels pronunciation wrong. 
No Options Frequency Percentage (%)
1 Strongly agree 1 3,33
2 Agree 8 26,67
3 Disagree 18 60,00
4 Strongly disagree 3 10,00
Total 30 100,00
Item 10 above showed that there were 8 (26,67%)  the students 
were agree that they were never reprimanded by the teacher if they did a
short and long vowels pronunciation wrong. While there were 18 (60,00%) 
students were disagree. There 3 (10,00%) were strongly disagree.  And 
there only 1 (3,33%) was strongly agree.
B. Discussion
In this part, the writer would like to present the discussion of the result 
of data analysis. In line with scope of the research that has been previously 
discussed, this discussion was intended to describe the students’ difficulties in 
identifying referring expression.
Through analysis, the ability of the fifth semester students got some 
difficulties in pronouncing short and long vowels. This case could be seen on 
data analysis by pronunciation test. The ability of the students in pronouncing 
shot and long vowels was fairly good. It was proved by the mean score of the 
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students were 69,67. Based on the judgment of pronunciation test in the 
previous chapter, if the result was 66,00 – 75,00, it was classified as fairly 
good.
The result of the research through questionnaire showed that there 
were two factors made the students difficult to pronounce the English vowels 
were; internal and external factor. Internal factor was things or factors that 
arise from students’ own self. There were three factors; cognititive, affective 
and psychomotor. Cognitive was talking about the intelectual capacity of 
students. Affective was the emotional liability of students. Psychomotor was 
the senses of vision and hearing of students.
The result of questionnaire showed that the students were faced 
learning difficulties because some of them was low intelegence of students. If 
we saw this factor, it has related with cognitive factor of students, it was 
proved by the total choosing agree was 36,67%. 
The next result showed that some of students were lazy to review or 
practise the course which have studied. If we saw this factor, it related with 
psychomotor of students’ self, which was this factor talked about the sense of 
students. It was proved by the choosing of students was 16,67% agree.
The result of the next factor was the affctive factor. This factor talked 
about emotional ability of students. It related with the result of the 
questionnaire that the students were boring to study pronunciation. It was 
showed by the result of percentage students’ choosing was 3,34% agree.
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The second point factor was external factor. There were three factors; 
family, environment and university (school). The family factor included
disharmony relationship between father and mother and also low economic of 
the family. Environment factor included slum area and bad friend. School or 
university factor related with teachers’ mastering of subject, teaching method 
and facility of school or university.
The result of questionnaire showed that the students were faced 
learning difficulties because their family included the weak of economic 
family. If we saw this factor, it related with the external factor of students in 
family. It was proved by the total choosing was 30,00% agree
The next factor was from school/university factor. This factor related 
with teaching method. It seemed from the result of the questionnaire that the
students got problem in studying if the students difficult in learning if the 
teaching method was not systematically It was also proved by the choosing of 
students was 50,00% agree.
The result of the next factor was still external factor especially in 
school factor. In this factor talked about the students got difficulties in learning 
if the teacher did not master the courses were taught. This was the highest 






Based on the result of the data analysis explained in the previous 
chapter, the writer concluded that:
1. The ability of fifth semester students at English Education Department of 
Tarbiyah and Teaching Faculty of UIN Alauddin Makassar in using short 
and long vowels in English was fairly good. It was proved by the result of 
the test, that 69,67.
2. There were two kinds of difficulties which were faced by the students in 
pronouncing short and long vowels; external factor and internal factor. 
There were some of internal factors such as; the students thought that 
pronunciation was a boring subject to be studied (affective), There were 
students often got obstacle in understanding pronunciation course, because 
some of them were student who took a long process to understand the 
course (cognitive), most of students were lazy to review the course
especially pronunciation in short and long vowels have learned
(psychomotor). There were some of external factors such as, the students 
were constrained in learning process if the teachers do not master the
pronunciation teaching courses that were taught (university/school), the 
students have trouble in understanding the pronunciation course if the
teaching methods were used by teacher were not systematically (teaching 
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method of teacher), the weak of economic very disturb the learning 
pronunciation process because it would caused the difficulty in collecting
references or information about the short and long vowels pronunciation, 
without enough donations (family). 
B. Suggestion
To overcome the students’ difficulty in pronouncing, the writer put 
forward some suggestions as follows:
1. The students should not think that pronunciation is a boring subject 
(affective). The students should be diligent to study because by studying the 
course would be easy (cognitive). Students should often review the course 
especially pronunciation in short and long vowels have learned 
(psychomotor).
2. The teachers have to master the material of pronunciation course that would 
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UNTUK MAHASISIWA SEMESTER V JURUSAN PENDIDIKAN 
BAHASA INGGRIS UIN ALAUDDIN MAKASSAR
Keterangan
Angket ini bertujuan untuk mengumpulkan data tentang kesulitan yang
anda hadapi serta hal-hal yang dianggap mempengaruhi kesulitan anda dalam 
mengucapkan panjang dan pendek huruf hidup (vowel) dalam bahasa Inggris. 
Untuk itulah anda diharapkan memberikan jawaban yang sejujurnya sehingga 
hasil penelitian dapat diperoleh dengan seobyektif mungkin. Kejujuran dan 
kesungguhan anda adalah harapan peneliti dan sekaligus merupakan sumbangan 
anda dalam penelitian ini. Atas  partisipasi anda diucapkan banyak terima kasih.
Petunjuk
a. Jawablah pertanyaan di bawah ini dengan memberikan tanda silang 
(X) pada pilihan yang anda anggap sesuai.
b. Anda dapat bertanya pada peneliti jika ada pertanyaan yang kurang 
jelas.




1. Pronunciation adalah mata kuliah yang sulit saya pahami.
a. Sangat setuju c. Tidak setuju
b. Setuju d. Sangat tidak setuju
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2. Pronunciation adalah mata kuliah yang membosankan untuk dipelajari.
a. Sangat setuju c. Tidak setuju
b. Setuju d. Sangat tidak setuju
3. Ekonomi yang lemah sangat menghambat proses pembelajaran pronunciation 
karena saya akan mengalami kesulitan dalam mengumpulkan referensi atau 
informasi tentang pronunciation short and long vowels, tanpa dana yang 
cukup..
a. Sangat setuju c. Tidak setuju
b. Setuju d. Sangat tidak setuju
4. Saya terkendala dalam belajar jika dosen pronunciation yang mengajar tidak 
menguasai mata kuliah yang diajarkan.
a. Sangat setuju c. Tidak setuju
b. Setuju d. Sangat tidak setuju
5. Saya sulit memahami mata kuliah pronunciation jika metode mengajar yang 
digunakan dosen tidak sistematis.
a. Sangat setuju c. Tidak setuju
b. Setuju d. Sangat tidak setuju
6. Saya sering terkendala memahami mata kuliah pronunciation, karena saya tipe 
mahasiswa yang lambat atau butuh proses yang lama dalam memahami setiap 
mata kuliah.
a. Sangat setuju c. Tidak setuju
b. Setuju d. Sangat tidak setuju
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7. Referensi atau buku-buku pronunciation sulit ditemukan di toko-toko buku, 
yang menyebabkan saya terkendala dalam proses belajar.
a. Sangat setuju c. Tidak setuju
b. Setuju d. Sangat idak setuju
8. Saya malas mempelajari kembali mata kuliah pronunciation khususnya 
pronunciation short and long vowels yang sudah dipelajari.
a. Sangat setuju c. Tidak setuju
b. Setuju d. Sangat tidak setuju
9. Saya tidak pernah diajari cara pengucapan short and long vowels yang benar.
a. Sangat setuju c. Tidak setuju
b. Setuju d. Sangat tidak setuju
10. Saya tidak pernah ditegur oleh dosen jika saya melakukan pengucapan short 
and long vowels yang salah.
a. Sangat setuju c. Tidak setuju
b. Setuju d. Sangat tidak setuju
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THE PRONUNCIATION TEST




1. I saw the peat in my father’s garden yesterday.
2. They dug a deep pit in the yard.
3. Their business grew by their leap.
4. She has beautiful lip.
5. The fool son never stops to laugh.
6. I love to sing with a full music
7. I sleep in front of TV.
8. Look! They slip on the ice.
9. I know I can beat you at tennis.
10. He puts the bit in the horses’ mouth.
11. I love you from the deep in my heart.
12. Let’s take a dip!
13. Whose car is this?
14. These books will be borrowed by my friend.
15. My uncle’s ship had sunk when he sailed to Selayar Island two years ago.
16. The fat sheep have been sold by my uncle.
17. My brother goes to hospital to heal his breach bone.
18. Africa is a hill country.
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19. The peal of thunder is very noisy.
20. My aunt consumes pill birth control
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Appendix B
The Key of True Pronunciation
1. Peat /pi:t/
2. Pit /pɪt/ 
3. Leap /li:p/ 
4. Lip /lɪp/  
5. Fool /fu:l/








14. These  /ði:z/ 
15. Ship /ʃɪp/ 
16. Sheep /ʃi:p/
17. Heal /hi:l/ 
18. Hill /hɪl/ 
19. Peal /pi:l/ 
20. Pill  /pɪl/ 
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Appendix C
1. The Results of the Pronuciation Test
Table 1: The Results of the Pronuciation Test

































































































































































































Notes: X = Mean score
   X = The sum of all scores 
    N = A number of students








2. The Results of the Questionnaire
Table 2: The Results of the Questionnaire
No Statement of Questionnaires
Percentage (%)
TotalSS A D SD
1 Pronunciation is a difficult course to
understand.
0,00 33,33 63,33 3,33 100%
2 Pronunciation is a boring subject to be 
studied.
0,00 3,33 73,33 23,33 100%
3 The weak of economic very disturb the 
learning pronunciation process because 
it would caused the difficulty in
collecting references or information
about the short and long vowels
pronunciation, without enough 
donations.
6,67 30,00 56,67 6,67% 100%
4 I am constrained in learning if teachers
do not master the pronunciation
teaching courses that are taught.
66,67 30,00 3,33 0,00 100%
No
Option Percentage (%)
A B C D Total A B C D Total
1 0 10 19 1 30 0.00 33.33 63.33 3.33 100
2 0 1 22 7 30 0.00 3.33 73.33 23.33 100
3 2 9 17 2 30 6.67 30.00 56.67 6.67 100
4 20 9 1 0 30 66.67 30.00 3.33 0.00 100
5 13 15 2 0 30 43.33 50.00 6.67 0.00 100
6 0 11 16 3 30 0.00 36.67 53.33 10.00 100
7 0 11 17 2 30 0.00 36.67 56.67 6.67 100
8 1 6 20 3 30 3.33 20.00 66.67 10.00 100
9 1 10 15 4 30 3.33 33.33 50.00 13.33 100
10 1 8 18 3 30 3.33 26.67 60.00 10.00 100
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5 I have trouble in understanding the
pronunciation course if the teaching 
methods are used by teacher are not
systematically.
43,33 50,00 6,67 0,00 100%
6 I often constrained in understanding
pronunciation course, because I am the 
type of student who takes a long process
to understand the course.
0,00 36,67 53,33 10,00 100%
7 References or pronunciation books
difficult to find in bookstores, which 
makes them constrained in learning 
process.
0,00 36,67 56,67 6,67 100%
8 I am lazy to review the course especially
pronunciation in short and long vowels
already learned.
3,33 20,00 66,67 10,00 100%
9 I am never taught how to pronounce 
short and long vowels correctly.
3,33 33,33 50,00 13,33 100%
10 I am never reprimanded by the teacher if 
I do a short and long vowels
pronunciation wrong.
3,33 26,67 60,00 10,00 100%
